*2                    THE ARYAN CULTURE
inir and the Rasamala of Gujrat are the two
historical works which best show the historical
genius of the Aryans, otherwise most of their
history has been reconstructed with the help of
coins and inscriptions.
The writing of history did not come naturally
to the Aryans, nor did the writing of biography.
The Buddhists and the Jains wrote biographies of
their saints, but these are not always reliable be-
cause they are such an odd mixture of fact and
fiction* Bam wrote a biography of Harsha which
is a standard work.
The Aryans, however, showed a great genius
for developing languages. Of these Sanskrit and
Pali are the most well known. It is from the
Prakrit that the various modern languages of
India have developed. Nor did they neglect the
study of grammar and philology. They studied
minutely how words should be pronounced, how
they should be combined, how they are derived,
aod how they should be used in verse. In these
two fields two scholars, Paaini and Yaska, did the
most notable work which has not been improved
upon to this day. They are in a way models for
writers of grammar all over the world.
Hie Aryans also produced works on astronomy
and law and ritual, They described all kinds oi
ceremonies and rituals, how they should be per-
formed, and what blessings would accrue from
Some of these ceremonies are meant foi